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The December 21 Report of Plantings of Winter Wheats
What Do They Indicate for Corn and Soybean Producers?
by
Arthur B. Sogn-Extension Economics-Grain Marketing
It's usually difficult to convince the producers of corn and.soybeans that the
release of information on winter wheat plantings is important to them. However,
depending upon where in the winter wheat area plantings are increased or reduced
does have a very direct effect on what might happen to corn and soybean plantings in
the spring. (Whenever acreage is increased in one crop, it signals fewer acres to
some other crops.) Analysis can help determine which crop may show a change in
planted acres of the latter. The first planting intentions released January 22 will
help verify or disprove our analyses.
Taken as a composite, the winter
wheat plantings indicate an increase in
planted acres of 7.8 percent. The in
crease in winter wheat plantings is not
uniform among the hard red winter, soft
red winter or the white winter wheat
areas; nor is it uniform within each
group.
The hard red winter wheat area con
sisting primarily of Kansas, Nebraska,
Colorado, Oklahoma, Montana, southwest
South Dakota and Texas are usually the
most constant in-acreage. These states
indicate an increase in plantings of
four percent.
The white wheat area consisting of
California, Idaho,Oregon and Washington
is also showing just a modest increase
in acreage of six percent.
The soft red wheat area primarily
consisting of Arkansas, Illinois, In
diana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri,
Ohio and Tennessee as a group show an
increase in planted acres of 34 percent.
However, the soft red wheat states show
a substantial difference in winter
wheat plantings according to available
alternative crops. The states of Ar
kansas, Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri
and Tennessee, where cotton, corn, soy
beans and wheat vie for acreage, show a
57. percent increase in plantings. This
is partially a result of a low price
for cotton in 1978. (Cotton dropped
from 78 cents a pound in March of 1977
to 48 cents a pound that November.) The
increase in planted acres of wheat is
not expected to greatly affect corn and
soybean acreage in this area.Most acres
added to wheat will be from acres form
erly planted to cotton, although some
reduction in corn acreage should occur.
The states of Illinois^ Indiana, and
Ohio,where an increase in wheat acreage
is usually offset by smaller acreages
of corn or soybeans, show a 15 percent
increase in winter wheat plantings. Be
cause of the present larger-than-tra-
ditional price advantage of soybeans
over corn, a larger decrease in corn
acreage is expected in this area.
The increase in winter wheat plant
ings was not unexpected. The price of
soft red wheat as represented by the
Chicago wheat futures has been high in
relation to the hard red spring and
winter prices of Minneapolis and Kan
sas City respectively. Also, the carry
over supply of soft
mostly because of
plantings last year
along with low corn
signaled an increase
plantings primarily
areas.
red wheat is low
sharply reduced
These factors
and cotton prices
in winter wheat
in the soft red
Prioary Hard Red Winter Wheat States
Seeded Acres 1979 Seeded Acres 1973. 79 as % of 78
Colorado 3,100 2,900 107
Kansas 12,100 11,300 107
Montana 3,000 2,900 103
Nebraska 3,000 2,900 103
Oklahoma . . 7,000 7,000 100
South Dakota 1,080 1,080 100
Texas 5,800 570 102
TOTAL 35,080 33,780 104
Primary White Wheat; States
Seeded Acres 1979 Seeded Acres 1978 79 as 7, of 78
California 750 650 115
Idaho 980 870 113
Oregon ; 1,210 1,150 105
Washington 2,850 2,800 102
TOTAL 5,790 5,470 106
Primary Soft Red Winter Wheat States
Seeded Acres 1979 Seeded Acres 1978 79 as % of 78
Arkansas 530 400 133
Illinois* . , 1,280 1,050 122
Indiana 1,000 900 111
Kentucky 380 • 280 136
Mississippi 800 470 170
Missouri* 1,700 960 177
Ohio 1,350 1,200 113
Tennessee 400 310 129
TOTAL . 7,440 5.570 134
*Al80 raise considerable hard red winter wheat included In totals.
Soft Red Wheat States With
Cotton, Corn, Wheat ;and Soybean Alternatives
Seeded Acres 1979 Seeded Acres 1978 79 as % of 78
Arkansas 530 400 133
Kentucky 380 280 136
Mississippi 800 270 170
Missouri 1,700 960 177
Tennessee ........ ' 400 310 129
TOTAL 3,810 2,420 157
Soft Red Wheat States With
Wheat, Corn and :Soybean Alternatives
Seeded Acres 1979 Seeded Acres 1978 79 as % of 78
Illinois ........ 1,280 1,050 122
Indiana 1,000 900 111
Ohio 1,350 1,200 113
TOTAL 3,630 3,150 115
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